MINUTES OF BARNSTON PARISH COUNCIL
MONDAY 8th JUNE 2026 – BARNSTON VILLAGE HALL 
Present:
	Cllr R Burlend MBE
	Cllr S Tuttlebury
	Cllr P Singleton

	Mrs Fay Jupp (Clerk)
	Cllr D Jackaman
	Cllr J Hills

	Cllr Penny
	Cllr M Jaggard
	



	1.00
	Apologies for Absence

Cllr J Clyne MVO, Cllr D Sellens & Cllr Mordrick


	2.00
	Declaration of Interest 

Cllr Hills signed the Declaration of Interest register for items relating to UTT/26/1307/FUL | Section 73A Retrospective planning application for the retention of a farm track and associated altered vehicular access, including a set-back gated access arrangement onto the B1008, serving Great Broadfield Farm | Broadfield Farm, Chelmsford Road, Barnston.

The Clerk signed the Declaration of Interest register for items relating to the current Grounds Maintenance Contractor.


	3.00
	Public Forum – Nil


	4.00
	District & County Councillors Report 

In his absence Cllr Kevin Mordrick, Essex County Councillor for Dunmow Division sent a report which Cllr Burlend read to the Council.

Chairman and Members,

Please accept my apologies for not being able to attend this evening’s meeting of Barnston Parish Council.
I was very proud to represent the Dunmow Division at my first full meeting of Essex County Council a few weeks ago.  It was a great honour to take my seat on behalf of the residents of Dunmow, Barnston and the wider Division.
Essex County Council is a large and complex authority, responsible for major services and a very significant budget.  I am delighted to be working with all of the cabinet members and the rest of the team to ensure that we provide discipline, value for money, transparency and ensuring that residents can see practical delivery from the Council.

There are a number of early local and county-wide issues I wanted to update the Parish Council on.

Library reservation fees

The new administration has moved quickly to reverse the recently introduced charge for reserving books in Essex libraries.  A £1.15 charge had been introduced in April for most customers reserving books.  That charge is now being scrapped.

I strongly support this.  Libraries matter, especially in rural communities.  They are not just buildings full of books.  They are places of learning, access, community and independence.  I do not believe residents should be discouraged from using them by unnecessary charges.

Local Government Reorganisation

The new administration has also made clear its opposition to the Government’s current plans for Local Government Reorganisation in Greater Essex.  The concern is that the proposals risk being expensive, disruptive and damaging to local democratic accountability.

For communities like Barnston, this matters.  Rural villages must not be pushed further away from decision-making.  Local Government Reorganisation should not become an exercise in concentrating power into larger and more distant bodies, while parish councils and local residents are left with less influence over the services that affect them.

I will continue to argue that any change to local government must protect local identity, protect rural voices and be judged by whether it improves services for residents rather than whether it satisfies a Whitehall reorganisation timetable.

Net Zero

The new administration is also reviewing the Council’s approach to Net Zero and climate-related spending.  My view is straightforward: every pound spent by Essex County Council must be justified by clear benefit to residents.

That does not mean ignoring the environment.  It means being practical.  We should support sensible environmental measures where they reduce costs, improve resilience, protect communities from flooding, improve air quality or deliver better value over time.  But we should not pursue expensive symbolic policies that place costs on residents without clear local benefit.

The Cabinet Member for Finance and Corporate Services, Cllr Bo Davis whom I shall be working closely with, he will be looking carefully at expenditure across the Council to ensure that priorities are aligned with residents’ needs and that spending is measurable, justified and deliverable.

Pothole Emergency

The most immediate local issue for many residents remains the state of our roads.

The new administration has declared a Pothole Emergency and announced a new £7.5 million fund to accelerate repairs across Essex.  This is a clear signal that highways must be treated as a visible and urgent priority.

I know from conversations across the Division that potholes, drainage and road condition are among the issues residents raise most often.  Barnston is no exception.  I will be working closely with the Cabinet Member for Highways and Infrastructure (Cllr Mark Webster) and with Essex Highways to understand the existing backlog, the local priorities and the practical steps needed to improve delivery.

I would also ask parish councillors and residents to continue reporting defects through the Essex Highways “Tell Us” system and to pass reference numbers to me where possible.  Reference numbers are extremely helpful because they allow us to track issues properly and follow up with officers.
I am still in the early stages of getting fully established in the role, but I want Barnston Parish Council to know that I am committed to being accessible, constructive and practical.  I will not pretend that every problem can be fixed overnight, but I will work hard to understand the issues, pursue answers and keep local councils informed.

I look forward to attending future meetings and working closely with Barnston Parish Council over the months ahead.





	5.00
	Road Safety

Cllr Hills reported a road traffic incident which occurred on Monday 8th June on the B1008 outside Broadfields Farm, police were in attendance.

Cllr Burlend undertook a visual inspection of the proposed sighting of the new 30mph speed signs on Buttles Hill. The current signs are not visible from about 50 metres approaching from Dunmow. The Highways proposal to locate the sign within the hedge needs to ensure clear visibility splays and replacement signs.

Pothole Emergency – Cllr Burlend reported a pot hole located on High Easter Rd and sunken ironworks adjacent to the Chase on Chelmsford road.


	6.00
	Minutes of Previous Meeting

Minutes of the previous meeting (11th May 2025) were agreed as a true and accurate record and signed by Cllr Burlend (Chairperson)


	7.00
	Tender of Village Ground Maintenance

Cllr Burlend stated that the clerk and RFO, Mrs Fay Jupp did not take part in the decisions or discussions relating to the current and future grounds maintenance contract.

In total three quotations were received for the tender of a three-year village grounds maintenance contract commencing on 1st July 2026.
The Finance Committee reviewed the quotations at the Finance meeting and concluded that Landvista Ltd should be recommended to the Council for consideration. This was based on the submission of a competitive quotation, which also highlighted professional and competent procedures to be in place.
In addition, if a 6-year contract was signed, Landvista Ltd would agree to a reduction in the annual increase.
The Council agreed to instruct Landvista Ltd. The Contract will be signed and Landvista Ltd will be instructed.


	8.00
	Play Area Risk Assessment

In relation to playground inspections, the Council’s Insurer now requests that a weekly inspection is conducted, and a risk assessment completed, by a ‘Competent Person.’ This can be done by a member of the council or a volunteer. This is in addition to the annual inspection conducted by an organisation such as ROSPA.

The Clerk confirmed that she has completed a ‘Playground Inspection’ Training Course and is now certified to complete the inspections and the risk assessments. This Certification is valued for 1 year. Cllr Burlend agreed to complete the course on a rolling basis along with the clerk to provide a continuation of cover.

The Risk Assessment was reviewed, agreed and adopted by the Council. This will be reviewed annually and any amendments made.


	8.00
	Action Points from previous Meeting

Jet washing has been undertaken within the parks.

Funding application submitted to The Hundred Club for the Vehicle Automated speed signs.

Litter picks have been completed throughout the village.

Winter salt has been ordered in preparation for the forthcoming winter.

Cllr Hills spoke to Mr Trembath regarding the ditches near to the pumping station. The Clerk also wrote to Mr Trembath requesting his assistance with the alleviation of water run off onto Chelmsford Road.

Topsoil and grass seed has bee applied to the verges along High Easter Rd. Cllr Jaggard was thanked for his contribution of topsoil for this task.


	9.00
	Clerk’s Report

Finance committee met on Tuesday 19 May to discuss the end of year accounts and next year’s budget.

The Local Council insurance has been renewed.

Internal audit is now underway and awaiting report from internal auditor.
Annual Audit preparation is underway for the Annual Governance Audit Review 2025-2026.


	10.00
	Financial Position – Statement of bank account as of 31st May 2026

The financial position as of 31st May was £ 11,221.06 in the current account.


	11.00
	Planning Applications 

UTT/26/1307/FUL | Section 73A Retrospective planning application for the retention of a 
farm track and associated altered vehicular access, including a set-back gated access. 
arrangement onto the B1008, serving Great Broadfield Farm | Broadfield Farm, Chelmsford 
Road, Barnston - Noted
 
UTT/26/1298/CLP |Proposed rear dormer roof extension and installation of 2no. rooflights 
to front | 27 Rayfield Close, Barnston - Noted
 
UTT/26/1169/HHF |Erection of 1.5 storey rear extension to replace existing conservatory. 
with changes to fenestration and internal remodelling (resubmission of UTT/25/3431/HHF) 
|Pyes Cottage, Onslow Green, Barnston - Noted


	12.00
	Planning Applications Determined 

UTT/26/0763/HHF | Proposed part two-storey, part single storey rear extension, removal of 
rear flat roof replaced with pitch roof to match existing, minor changes to side fenestration. 
and internal alterations | Martels Cottage, High Easter Road, Barnston – Approved with 
Conditions


	13.00
	General Correspondence to note - Nil.


	14.00
	EALC – Various – Nil


	15.00
	Bus News - Nil


	16.00
	Any Other Business 

Cllr Penny confirmed that the annual defibrillator inspection will be completed in June.

Cllr Jaggard kindly donated and delivered two filing cabinets for the Parish Council storage.




	June 2026
	

	James Todd & Co
	£ 39.30

	Parish Clerk Wage
	£ 633.80

	HMRC
	£-7.21

	A&J Lighting
	£ 59.88

	N Power
	£ 149.81

	Landvista Ltd
	£ 1485.00 

	Barnston Village Hall
	£ 14.25

	Chairmans Allowance
	£ 11.90


The next meeting is scheduled for Monday 13th July 2026, 7pm at Barnston village hall. Should any member of the public experience problems accessing/ printing the minutes from the website please. Contact clerk@barnston-pc.gov.uk to request a copy.
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