MINUTES OF BARNSTON PARISH COUNCIL
MONDAY 11th MAY 2026 – BARNSTON VILLAGE HALL 
Present:
	Cllr R Burlend MBE
	Cllr S Tuttlebury
	Cllr D Sellens

	Mrs Fay Jupp (Clerk)
	Cllr D Jackaman
	

	Cllr J Clyne MVO
	Cllr M Jaggard
	Cllr J Hills



	1.00
	Election of Chairperson

Cllr Burlend was proposed by Cllr Tuttlebury and seconded by Cllr Jackaman. 
Declaration of Acceptance to be signed in due course. 
Cllr Burlend will sign the Declaration of Acceptance of office to continue his role as Chairman in due course.


	2.00
	Apologies for Absence

Cllr Penny & Cllr P Singleton


	3.00
	Election of Vice – Chairperson

Cllr Jackaman was proposed by Cllr Clyne and seconded by Cllr Hills. 
Declaration of Acceptance to be signed in due course.


	4.00
	Appointment of Representatives

It was unanimously agreed that Councillors would continue with their existing appointed area of special interest. These are listed on the village website.


	5.00
	Declaration of Interest - Nil


	6.00
	Public Forum – Nil


	7.00
	Chairman’s Address – to present a report for the year 2025/26.

Good evening and welcome to the Annual Parish Meeting  
 
It is disappointing to note that the introduction to this year’s Chairman’s address is very similar to last years, there is still a devastating war in Ukraine and the conflict in Gaza has been escalated by attacks on Lebanon and Iran.  These have had direct consequences in Britain in the form of much higher energy costs and petrol and heating oil costs.  These have all added significantly to the cost of living affecting all of us. 
 
Financial Position 
 
The financial position of the council at the end of the financial year is  
∙£ 1789   This compares with ​
 
∙£ 2794   last year. 
 
The B1008 and road matters 
 
As is always the case, traffic levels through the village and potholes have been the cause of a great many complaints.  Several meetings have been attended by residents seeking to raise this matter with the Parish Council.  Whilst we have every sympathy with these residents, there is little in the way of practical assistance that we can offer but we do keep matters under review and we often raise problems and complaints 
with Essex Highways when appropriate. 
 
The flooding at Albans has not been resolved but Essex Highways and their specialist contractors have conducted a survey to see if there are any additional measures to be taken to ameliorate the problem.  A screen has been installed by residents to hold debris back and this appears to be working for the moment.  Highways are continuing to monitor this area and a meeting is due in the near future to see what else can be done to improve the drainage at this point. 
 
It has been tentatively arranged with Barnston Football club to install one of the retained vehicle activated speed signs from the B1008 on their land.  At the time of writing we are also awaiting a meeting with Rachel Crouch of Essex Highways to determine the best position for a loan speed sign, she will also be able to advise on the positioning of the Football Club sign and arrange for the necessary permits for both locations.   
 
Only one of the speed signs is serviceable and the company who designed and maintained them has now ceased trading, so repairs are no longer possible.  
 
The problem of flooding on the B1008 has largely been solved but there is a need to continually monitor the situation.  It is only by regular gully cleaning and prompt repairs, this problem can be managed.  There are several drains along Buttles Hill awaiting repairs having sunk owing to being pounded by heavy goods vehicles. 
 
Pot holes continue to be a big problem.  This is a national matter and the new government has provided councils with additional funding to prioritise this problem. No doubt a considerable amount of work has been done but not so much of it in Barnston so far.   
 
Several Parish Council owned street lamps have been repaired during the course of the year. 
  
Play areas: 
 
The play area has been inspected as usual, this time by The Play Inspection Company who detected some minor matters but no items of significant risk.  These minor matters have been addressed.  
 
In addition to the normal maintenance, the play equipment has been pressure washed and checked for degradation. 
 
Other Improvements: 
 
The Parish Council has arranged a series of domestic waste skips to be provided with the cooperation and assistance of the village hall.  These have been well attended and are valued by the villagers.  The Parish Council expresses its thanks to the village hall committee for its assistance at these sessions. 
 
The green waste skip has also been visiting the village but these are manned.  These too are appreciated by villagers. 
 
The Parish Council continues to conduct the management and maintenance of the nature reserve at Onslow Green and has undertaken some woodland and pond management work at Wellstye Green and other areas within the village.  
 
A number of beat surgeries have been held by our local PCSO Natalie Smith.  These are useful for her to get to know the village and its residents and naturally for them to get to know her as well. 
 
The bus shelters on Chelmsford Road have benefitted from the repair of the windows and have been pressure washed.  The solar light in the Northbound shelter was vandalised but has now been repaired.  The notice boards have also been repaired making the contents visible.  Benches within the shelters have been repaired as well. 

 
The defibrillator located at the village hall has been checked and a new battery has been purchased and installed. Several new signs have been installed requesting dog owners to keep their dogs on a lead and “No dog fouling.”  It is surprising that there is any dog fouling in the village at all when the consumption of dog poo bags provided in the dispensers is considered. 
 
Website: 
 
The website now has a new domain, and the Parish Clerk has a new email address to comply with the new Digital Compliance regulations introduced by the government.  For the time being, the clerk continues to monitor the old email address. 
 
The Website has become a useful resource for the village.  There is a gallery for photographs and we would welcome any contributions to this from anyone with historical photographs or other documents they would be prepared to share via the website.  Please contact the clerk. 
 
The Parish Council: 
 
Landvista continues to maintain the village and undertake most of the maintenance tasks including management of the conservation area at Wellstye Green and Onslow Green and this arrangement continues to work well. 
 
All that remains now is to record my personal thanks to all members of the Parish Council, the Parish Clerk for all their hard work and commitment.  I should also like to thank Cllr Susan Barker in particular who is standing down as our County Councillor at the rapidly approaching elections.  She has attended almost all of our meetings for many years and has been very supportive of the work of the Parish Council. We hope to see a little more of our District Councillors in the next year. 


	8.00
	District & County Councillors Report - Nil


	9.00
	Road Safety

Cllr Burlend summarised a meeting which was held with Rachel Crouch, Senior Traffic Regulation & Licencing Officer for Highways to discuss two locations along High Easter for the potential siting of a VAS sign.
The Clerk is a wating an update from Rachel Crouch regarding the feasibility of these positions.
Cllr Burlend also provided a summary of street furniture permissions for maintenance and perpetuity. 
A discussion ensued surrounding the problems associated with this, including Parish Council financing and insurance liabilities.
 
Cllr Burlend confirmed that an application for funding towards a new speed sign has been completed and will be submitted to the Hundred Club. ACTION: PARISH CLERK

Cllr Burlend summarised recent correspondence with a resident regarding the blocked drains on Chelmsford Road. It appears that culvert running beneath the road, adjacent to the public footpath on the north side of Chelmsford Road, is partially blocked. The culvert passes under Chelmsford Road and drains the ditch on the south side of the road. Highways confirmed that the partial blockage is affecting the highway drainage system, causing the road drains to back up and discharge water onto the highway.  Cllr Hills conformed that the ditches may need to be cleared further towards the pumping station and advised the Clerk to write to Mr Trembath regarding this. Cllr Jackaman agreed to provide the what3words. ACTION: PARISH CLERK

Meeting suspended due to children throwing stones at the Village Hall window.


	10.00
	Minutes of Previous Meeting

Minutes of the previous meeting (14th April 2025) were agreed as a true and accurate record and signed by Cllr Burlend (Chairperson)

	11.00
	Action Points from previous Meeting

Cllr Burlend confirmed that Highways had reported the following update in relation to the village sign on Buttles Hill. “The adjustment of the village sign is required to facilitate and formalise the existing bus stop provision for the public. The sign is being repositioned by a short distance from its current location, which is considered a minor change. This adjustment is a pragmatic design solution necessary to accommodate the approved planning condition and does not affect any traffic regulation or function of the sign.”
Despite this report, the Parish Council is still lacking clarity on whether Highways will maintain the overgrowth which will encroach onto this sign in due course.

The Clerk wrote to residents at Brook Farm regarding dog, they have confirmed that the boundary fence has been secured.

The Parish Council sent a letter of thanks with flowers to Cllr Barker for her work as County Councillor for Barnston.


	12.00
	Clerk’s Report

The first instalment of the precept was received on 24th April for £16,388.40.

ICO Certificate has been renewed.

Finance committee is scheduled for Tuesday 19 May to discuss the end of year accounts and next year’s budget.

The clerk has circulated the annual accounts for the year end March 2026.

The Local Council insurance renewals are being reviewed, and alternative quotes are being obtained for comparison.

Annual Audit preparation is underway for the Annual Governance Audit Review 2025-2026.

The Notice of Public Rights and Publication of unaudited Annual Governance & Accountability Renew is now on display with the date of announcement Tuesday 12th May 2025, period commencing on Wednesday 3rd June               to Monday 14th July 2026.


	13.00
	Financial Position – Statement of bank account as of 30th April 2026

The financial position as of 30th April was £ 13,369.42 in the current account.


	13.01
	Annual Return – to approve and sign the accounts for Year 2025/26 – Section 1

Section 1 – Annual Governance Statement
Councillors had received a copy of the year end accounts prior to the meeting to enable them to reconcile and agree the figures for the Annual Return – these were duly signed and dated.


	13.02
	Annual Return – to approve and sign the accounts for Year 2025/26 – Section 2

Section 2 – Accounting Statement 2025/2026
End of Year figures for 2025/2026 were agreed, signed and dated accordingly.





	13.03
	Cashbook – Chairman and clerk to sign cashbook as agreeing to bank statements at year end.

The Chairman and Clerk signed both the cashbook and bank reconciliation as agreeing to the bank statement at the Year End.


	14.00
	Review of Asset Register - Reviewed and agreed.


	15.00
	Review of Risk Assessment - Reviewed and agreed.

Amendment to location of paperwork, now stored in locked village hall storage room.
Clarity that Liability of insurance is £10million for Employers Liability and £10million for Public Liability.


	16.00 
	Review of Financial Regulations - Reviewed and agreed.


	17.00
	Review of Standing Orders - Reviewed and agreed.


	18.00
	IT Policy

Cllr Burlend confirmed that he has made some amendments to this policy. To be circulated in due course.


	19.00
	Planning Applications 

UTT/26/0974/HHF | Proposed garage and cart lodge | Lanham Barn, Onslow Green, Barnston - Noted

UTT/26/0899/HHF | S73A Retrospective permission for extensions and outbuildings ancillary to principal dwelling | The Barn, Onslow Green, Barnston - Noted

UTT/26/0763/HHF | Proposed part two-storey, part single storey rear extension, removal of rear flat roof replaced with pitch roof to match existing, minor changes to side fenestration and internal alterations | Martels Cottage, High Easter Road, Barnston - Noted


	20.00
	Planning Applications Determined 

UTT/26/0213/FUL |Proposal to upgrade the existing external walls to insulated render in order to achieve the required u-value. | School House, Chelmsford Road, Barnston - Refused


	21.00
	General Correspondence to note - Nil.


	22.00
	EALC – Various – Nil


	23.00
	Bus News - Nil


	24.00
	Any Other Business - Nil




	May 2026
	

	James Todd & Co
	£ 39.30

	Parish Clerk Wage
	£ 526.65

	HMRC
	£160.03

	A&J Lighting
	£ 59.88

	Landvista Ltd
	£ 1485.00 

	Barnston Village Hall
	£ 14.25


The next meeting is scheduled for Monday 8th June 2026, 7pm at Barnston village hall. Should any member of the public experience problems accessing/ printing the minutes from the website please. Contact clerk@barnston-pc.gov.uk to request a copy.
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