
MINUTES OF BARNSTON PARISH COUNCIL
MONDAY 13th APRIL 2026 – BARNSTON VILLAGE HALL 
Present:
	Cllr R Burlend MBE - Chairperson
	Cllr S Tuttlebury
	Cllr J Clyne MVO

	Mrs Fay Jupp - Clerk
	Cllr J Hills
	Cllr L Penny MBE

	Cllr D Jackaman – Vice Chair
	Cllr S Barker
	Cllr P Singleton



	1.00
	Apologies for Absence

Cllr D Sellens, Cllr Jaggard


	2.00
	Declaration of Interest 

Cllr Hills signed the Declaration of Interest book for his association with a Planning Breach Notification at Land North of Great Broadfields Farm, Chelmsford Rd.



	3.00
	Public Forum - Nil


	4.00
	District & County Councillors Report 

Cllr Barker attended the meeting and confirmed that she is trying to organise a meeting with the Highways Flood representative and residents near to Albans to discuss the drainage on High Easter Rd. Cllr Hills confirmed that he would be happy to attend along with Cllr Jaggard and liaise with Cllr Barker regarding this.

Cllr Barker provided a summary on the Local Government reforms and confirmed that Central Government have proposed 5 unitarity authorities which has now been agreed. 
Essex County Council disagree with this decision and will challenge this with a proposal for 3 unitarity authorities. If 5 unitary authorities go ahead, a new division will be created, including Barnston, High Easter and The Rodings. A general discussion ensued regarding these changes.

Cllr Barker informed the Council of the current social housing problems within the district. It is estimated that 150 properties are vacant and cannot be occupied due to a lack of general property maintenance, which has deemed the properties unsafe. UDC has now taken the property maintenance division ‘in-house’ and is working towards resolving these issues.

Cllr Barker confirmed that this is her last meeting Parish Council meeting in Barnston as our County Council representative. The Parish Council thanked Cllr Barker for her work within the village and the district. 


	5.00
	Road Safety

Cllr Burlend confirmed that the Football club have agreed to site the post for the speed sign on High Easter Rd. 
Cllr Jaggard agreed to provide a post (89mm Dia) for the speed sign. 
 
The Parish Clerk is obtaining a quotation for the Community Partnership Scheme. An additional location has been identified on High Easter. The post needs to be assessed for straightening or replacement. The Clerk agreed to speak to the Highways representative to seek clarity on its suitability. ACTION: PARISH CLERK

Cllr Burlend confirmed that an application for funding towards a new speed sign has been completed and will be submitted to the Hundred Club. ACTION: PARISH CLERK


Cllr Hills reported that the drains are blocked on Chelmsford Rd, from Barnston Hill along the Barnston bends. The Clerk agreed to report this via the Highways portal. ACTION: PARISH CLERK


	6.00


	Minutes of Previous Meeting

Minutes of the previous meeting (9th March 2026) were agreed as a true and accurate record and signed by Cllr Burlend (Chairperson)


	7.00
	Action Points from previous Meeting

Cllr Clyne requested two additional trees to be planted along High Easter Rd. Landvista agreed to donate two Malus trees. Cllr Jaggard kindly agreed to provide some topsoil for dressing the verges. These will be planted in due course.

General waste skip is provisionally booked for Saturday 16th May, awaiting confirmation.

Cllr Burlend requested an update on the Sparlings Farm entrance and village sign relocation. Cllr Burlend confirmed correspondence with Lorna Parsons, Matthew Bradley and the Clerk. It is still unclear when new village signs will be installed. The Clerk will continue to chase this. ACTION: PARISH CLERK


	8.00
	Clerk’s Report

Audit and AGAR preparation is now underway.

BPC Files are now all filed with six years of accounts, archives and council minutes. These will be stored in the Village Hall storage room.

VAT reclaim submitted for the period 01/02/26 to 31/03/26 for the amount of £61.24


	9.00
	Financial Position – Statement of bank account as of 31st March 2026

The financial position as of 31st March 2026 is £1789.45  in the current account.


	10.00
	Planning Applications 

UTT/26/0686/HHF| Erection of Garage |Hazel House, Sparlings Farm, Chelmsford Road, Barnston – Noted

UTT/26/0763/HHF| Proposed part two-storey, part single storey rear extension, removal of rear flat roof replaced with pitch roof to match existing, minor changes to side fenestration and internal alterations
| Martels Cottage High Easter Road Barnston - Noted


	11.00
	Planning Applications Determined 

UTT/26/0425/AG| Agricultural building to store straw| Land At High Easter Road, Barnston – Approved

UTT/26/0028/FUL| Upgrade existing vehicular access and surfacing of access track| Adjacent To Great Broadfields Farm, Chelmsford Road – Approved


	12.00
	General Correspondence to note 

Planning Breach Notification at Land North of Great Broadfields Farm, Chelmsford Rd - Noted


	13.00
	EALC – Various – Nil


	14.00
	Bus News - Nil 


	15.00
	Any Other Business 

Cllr Jackaman requested that temporary advertising signage to be removed as when displayed around the village.

Two residents have reported a dog escaping from Brook Farm on separate occasions. The Council requested for the Clerk to write to the owner to raise concerns, particularly in relation to the hazard posed to pedestrians and passing traffic. ACTION: PARISH CLERK




	April 2026
	

	James Todd & Co
	£ 39.30

	Parish Clerk Wage
	£ 368.30

	HMRC
	£ 90.50

	A&J Lighting
	£ 59.88

	Mullucks
	£ 10.00

	EALC
	£ 333.06

	Barnston Village Hall
	£ 14.25

	Partners by Design
	£ 306.00

	Viking 
	£ 115.02

	Landvista 
	£ 1485.00

	N Power
	£ 236.55


The next meeting is scheduled for Monday 11th May 2026, 7pm at Barnston village hall.
Should any member of the public experience problems accessing/ printing the Minutes from the Website please. Contact clerk@barnston-pc.gov.uk to request a copy.
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