MINUTES OF BARNSTON PARISH COUNCIL
MONDAY 14th OCTOBER 2024 – BARNSTON VILLAGE HALL 
Present:
	Cllr R Burlend MBE - Chairperson
	Cllr S Barker
	Cllr D Sellens

	Cllr D Jackaman 
	Cllr S Tuttlebury
	Cllr J Hills

	Mrs Fay Jupp (Clerk)
	Cllr Penny
	Cllr J Clyne MVO

	
	Cllr P Singleton
	



	1.00
	Apologies for Absence

Cllr Loveday, Cllr Regan, Cllr Martin & Cllr Jaggard


	2.00
	Declaration of Interest - Nil


	3.00
	Public Forum - Nil


	4.00
	District & County Councillors Report 

Cllr Barker attended the meeting and provided an update on the following items.
· The Local Plan Regulation 19 consultation closed on Monday 14 October. All submitted comments will now be processed and submitted to the Secretary of State by the end of 2024 for independent Examination, expected to take place sometime in 2025.
· New grants are available for community led projects that fall into the following categories, Levelling up, Youth and Climate related projects. Submissions should be made to Essex County Council.
· The brick wall outside Haydens Barn has now been reduced in length on both sides of the entrance driveway. The Parish Council thanked Cllr Barker for her assistance with this matter.
· High Easter Rd – A loose manhole cover is scheduled for repair.
· Hedge cutting is underway throughout the County. A reminder to landowners to maintain their hedgerows.
· Village signs on Buttles Hill. Cllr Barker agreed to speak to Highways regarding the signs which have been reduced in height due to rusty poles. Cllr Barker will request an update on when the repair work is scheduled to be completed. 
A discussion ensued regarding planning application UTT/24/2498/DOC. Cllr Barker agreed to seek clarity on the traffic regulation for the proposed speed sign movement.


	5.00
	Skyline Hotel

Following the last meeting, the Environmental Health Team visited the property and provided the following update.
‘The Council has brought the ongoing occupation, a breach of the Emergency Prohibition Order (Housing Act 2004) for both the owners and occupier(s) on which it was served, to the building owners’ attention on repeated occasions. As far as the Council is presently aware, the owners have not yet applied for a Court Injunction to compel occupier(s) to vacate.’

In addition, the Clerk has informed the Local PCSO of the situation at the Skyline Hotel and Cllr Barker has agreed to contact the Fire Service regarding a recent visit to the property to fit smoke detectors.

A discussion followed regarding the accumulation of rubbish which is currently not being collected by the Council refuse teams. There are also reports of rodent issues and these are spreading into neighbouring properties. The Clerk agreed to contact Environmental health and Cllr Foley regarding these concerns. ACTION: PARISH CLERK



	6.00
	Road Safety

Cllr Hills reported a Road Traffic Incident which occurred on Thursday 10 October at 18.10hrs. Four vehicles were involved and the B1008 was closed for 4.5hrs at Parsonage Lane.


	7.00


	Minutes of Previous Meeting

Minutes of the previous meeting (9th Sept 2024) were agreed as a true and accurate record and signed by Cllr Burlend (Chairperson)


	8.00
	Action Points from previous Meeting

The Clerk has issued letters to two residents in Barnston Green, requesting that their boundary vegetation is cut back and monitored to avoid further encroachment onto pathways.

The Clerk has checked the Highways portal for the reported sign defects along the Barnston bends on B1008. The Clerk confirmed that these are all listed with reference numbers. The Clerk will continue to check the portal for updates and contact the Highways Department for a schedule for these repairs.

The Clerk informed the PCSO about the HGV parking in Barnston Green. The PCSO undertook an inspection and found the vehicle was parked further than the 10 meters required and was not causing any obstructions to vehicles or pedestrians. Cllr Barker also reported the vehicle to Health & Safety Executive, and they directed the matter to the Local Authority Highways Department. 

The Clerk has instructed Wicksteed to carry out the minor repairs to the park gym equipment.

The Hornbeam tree on High Eater Rd has been inspected and the tree stake will be repaired in due course.


	9.00
	Clerk’s Report

General household skip is booked for 9am on Saturday 2nd November at the village hall.


	10.00
	External Audit Report

PKF have issued the External Auditor’s Report and Certificate 2023/24. The Council’s practices and documentation were assessed as part of the audit and certified to be in accordance with Relevant Legislation, Proper Practices and Regulatory requirements. 

The External Auditor’s Report and Certificate 2023/24 (AGAR Section 3) is now on display on the notice boards and website.

The Notice of Conclusion of Audit 2024 is now on display on the notice boards and website.


	11.00
	Financial Position – Statement of bank account as of 30th September 2024

The financial position as of 30th September was £ 14,285.42 in the current account.


	12.00
	Planning Applications 

UTT/24/2498/DOC |Application to discharge condition 3 (materials) 16 (highways) attached 
to UTT/24/0837/FUL - Sparlings Farm, Chelmsford Road, Barnston – Comments to be made - ACTION: PARISH CLERK
 

UTT/24/2472/DOC |Application to discharge conditions 12 (access), 14 (scheme of works) 
and 16 (travel pack) of UTT/21/2245/OP - Sparlings Farm, Chelmsford Road, Barnston 


	13.00
	Planning Applications Determined 

UTT/24/1647/FUL | Sec 73 application to vary condition 14 (scheme of works) and condition 18 (unbound materials) of UTT/21/2245/OP (Outline application, with all matters reserved except for access and layout, for 5 dwellings) - to retain the position of the telegraph pole and to allow the highway works to be concurrently approved, and also to vary the wording of condition 18 from highway to carriageway for the avoidance of doubt. | Sparlings Farm, Chelmsford Road, Barnston – Withdrawn 

UTT/24/2107/HHF |Proposed rear extension and loft conversion and new cart lodge |1 Mill Field, Barnston -Approved with Conditions UTT/24/1955/HHF |Replace existing garage/stables with garage, gym, store and plant room |Barnston Oak, Parsonage Lane – Approved with Conditions 


	14.00
	Planning Applications Determined 

UTT/24/1647/FUL | Sec 73 application to vary condition 14 (scheme of works) and condition 18 (unbound materials) of UTT/21/2245/OP (Outline application, with all matters reserved except for access and layout, for 5 dwellings) - to retain the position of the telegraph pole and to allow the highway works to be concurrently approved, and also to vary the wording of condition 18 from highway to carriageway for the avoidance of doubt. | Sparlings Farm, Chelmsford Road, Barnston – Withdrawn

UTT/24/2107/HHF |Proposed rear extension and loft conversion and new cart lodge
|1 Mill Field, Barnston -Approved with Conditions

UTT/24/1955/HHF |Replace existing garage/stables with garage, gym, store and plant room.
|Barnston Oak, Parsonage Lane – Approved with Conditions


	15.00
	General Correspondence to note 

Cllr Burlend reported an email which was received from a resident regarding the volume of ALD Ltd vehicles using High Easter Road, particularly during the weekends. A discussion ensued and it was agreed to direct this matter to Cllr Jaggard. ACTION: PARISH CLERK

Cllr Burlend summarised a request for a ‘No Airport Parking’ Sign to be installed at Mill Field. The Parish Council agreed for this to be installed. The Clerk will purchase a sign, and it will be installed in due course. ACTION: PARISH CLERK


	16.00
	EALC – Various - Nil


	17.00
	Bus News - Nil


	18.00
	Any Other Business 

UCAN Volunteer Centre will have a ‘Pop Up’ desk in Great Dunmow Library on the first Thursday of every month.

Cllr Clyne reported that an ambulance attended to a homeless individual who was found on Chelmsford Rd near to the village hall on Saturday 12 October. No further information regarding the individual has been reported to the Parish Council.

Cllr Penny confirmed that the defibrillator site check had been completed.




	Oct 2024
	

	James Todd & Co
	£ 37.50

	Parish Clerk Wage
	£ 518.00

	UDC Green waste skips
	£ 1351.50

	A&J Lighting
	£ 59.88

	Landvista Ltd
	£ 1485.00 

	Barnston Village Hall
	£ 14.25

	UDC
	£ 71.83

	HSBC
	£ 8.00

	N Power
	£ 196.99

	PKF 
	£ 252.00


The next meeting is scheduled for Monday 11th November 2024, 7pm at Barnston village hall.
Should any member of the public experience problems accessing/ printing the Minutes from the Website please. contact Barnstonpc@hotmail to request a copy.
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