MINUTES OF BARNSTON PARISH COUNCIL
MONDAY 14th NOVEMBER 2022 – BARNSTON VILLAGE HALL 
Present:
	Cllr R Burlend MBE (Chairman)
	Cllr J Clyne MVO
	Mrs Fay Jupp (Clerk)

	Cllr D Jackaman
	Cllr S Tuttlebury
	Cllr J Hills

	Cllr P Singleton
	Cllr D Sellens
	Cllr R Jones

	Cllr S Barker
	Cllr K Kirkham
	3 Members of public



	1.00
	Apologies for Absence

Cllr C Day & Cllr P Lavelle, Cllr M Jaggard


	2.00
	Declaration of Interest -Nil


	3.00
	Public Forum 

Three residents attended the meeting to raise their concerns regarding the speed and volume of traffic on High Easter Rd. They recently attended the Highways Panel meeting and raised their concerns with the panel. The residents thanked the Parish Council for the discussions at the last meeting and they reported that since the last meeting the volume of large vehicles has reduced slightly. They also reported that a number of vehicles from Aggre8 and ALD are now adhering to the speed limit and are driving in a much more courteous manner.
Visual observations have highlighted that a number of vehicles are still driving in excess of the speed limit.
Cllr Hills suggested a meeting with Cllr Jaggard to discuss this further. ACTION: CLLR JAGGARD
Cllr Barker will request that the Highways department carry out a speed survey of High Easter Rd. ACTION: CLLR BARKER
Cllr Burlend also requested police mobile speed checks to be carried out along High Easter Rd. Cllr Barker agreed to follow this up. ACTION: CLLR BARKER


	4.00
	District & County Councillors Report

Cllr Barker provided information about the Ride London event which will take place on Sunday 28 May 2023.
There is Charitable grant of up to £3k available to promote physical activity. The clerk agreed to look into this. ACTION: PARISH CLERK

Cllr Barker provided an update on social broadband reductions to bills. At a time when living costs are reaching record highs, several broadband providers are now offering special discounted deals to help people receiving benefits to stay connected. Further information can be found on the Essex County Council website. The clerk will display this information. ACTION: PARISH CLERK

Cllr Jackaman raised the issue of blocked drains along Chelmsford Rd. As a result of these blocked drains and gullies, the recent torrential rain has flowed down Chelmsford Rd and diverted off the main road and into The Chase, causing flood damage to garages and outbuildings. 
Again, the Parish Council requested that as a matter of urgency, these drains and gullies are to be cleared of debris so that the surface water can flow away in the correct channels.
Cllr Barker agreed to speak to the Highways department regarding this. ACTION: CLLR BARKER

Cllr Jackaman asked if Landvista could look at a way to alleviate the flooding in the bus stop on Chelmsford. During the recent downpours the bus stop has become unusable as the water flows from Chelmsford Rd into the bus stop. The clerk agreed to organise this. ACTION: PARISH CLERK

Cllr Barker summarised the recent Essex County Council boundary review of the County in preparation for the 2029 elections. As a result of this review the number of Uttlesford District Councillors will increase to five.

Cllr Barker will continue to request an update on the enforcement inspection at Haydens Barn. The Parish Council expressed their concerns regarding the new wall and its close proximity to the main road and the missing direction sign to North End. ACTION: CLLR BARKER

Cllr Jones confirmed that Cllr Colin Day has resigned from his position. At this stage there is uncertainty as to whether a by election will take place.

Cllr Jones summarised changes to Planning Enforcement system and confirmed that a number of recruits will be made to this department.


	5.00
	High Easter Road – Update on Drainage

Cllr Barker reported an update following a meeting on Wednesday 19 October with Cllr Jaggard and the Highways department.
In conclusion, Highways will clear the drain out at Albans and then reassess the issue to see if this alleviates the flooding.
Cllr Hills suggested a change in the road camber, which would allow the low areas to be raised and hence reduce the flooding.


	6.00
	Flooding & Drainage – Chelmsford Rd

Addressed under item 4.


	7.00
	Road Safety

Cllr Jackaman reported a recent vehicle near miss incident on the Barnston bends.

Cllr Hills confirmed that a recent motorcycle incident had occurred on the Branston bends. The police attended the scene, later followed by an ambulance.

Cllr Burlend reported details of an email that had been received from a resident detailing this motorcycle incident. The Parish Council discussed this email and Cllr Hills confirmed that the existing manure heap location has a licenced permission from the RPA for its current location. No further action will be taken on this matter.

Cllr Clyne reported that mud had been distributed onto the road along Buttles Hill and High Easter Rd. It was commented that at this time of year and with the recent wet weather the agricultural sprayers contribute to this. The Parish Council would urge vehicle drivers to drive more cautiously.

A further discussion ensued regarding the threatening tone of the resident’s email and Cllr Jones suggested that this should be reported to the Monitoring Officer at the EALC. The clerk agreed to report this. ACTION: PARISH CLERK


	8.00
	Minutes of Previous Meeting

Minutes of the previous meeting (10th October 2022) were agreed as a true and accurate record and signed by Cllr R Burlend, Chairman.


	9.00
	Action Points from previous Meeting

A plaque to commemorate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee will be placed on the new fence next to the hedge row in the village hall park. Cllr Jackaman will liaise with the clerk. ACTION: PARISH CLERK

The clerk circulated information regarding the A120 Stansted to Braintree – road markings, safety barrier renewal and resurfacing which commenced on Monday 3 October and are due for completion in March 2023.

The clerk reported potholes and loose drain covers located on the mini roundabout to the Highways department. 

One window is due for repair in the bus stop on Chelmsford Rd. Landvista Ltd will repair this in due course. ACTION: PARISH CLERK

The fallen tree and debris on Buttles Hill have been cleared and removed from the verge by Landvista Ltd.
The clerk has reported the broken Branston speed sign which was damaged during the recent storms.  ACTION: PARISH CLERK

Defibrillator maintenance: The clerk agreed to continue to check for availability of a loan unit. ACTION: PARISH CLERK

The clerk has instructed Landvista to undertake the minor repairs to the play areas following the ROSPA report. 

The ROSPA inspection highlighted relevant standards of compliance for the new park gym. The clerk confirmed that she had contacted ROSPA and Wicksteed to seek clarity on these standards. Wicksteed have reviewed the issue and have agreed to confirm in writing to the Parish Council.
The council instructed the clerk to retain the payment for the outstanding invoice to Wicksteed for the park gym until this matter is resolved.


	10.00
	Precept and Budget 2023/24

The precept was discussed in detail for 2023/2024 and it was agreed to not increase the precept due to the current economic situation and cost of living crisis.
Therefore, the precept will remain at £28586.50.
The paperwork will be completed and signed in due course.


	11.00
	External Audit Report

The Parish Council reviewed the External Audit report for the year 2021-22, conducted by PKF LittleJohn LLP. The Parish Council is aware that the Notice of Public rights was removed from the parish website upon completion of audit. The Parish Council acknowledged this error and will ensure that remains on display.


	12.00
	Clerk’s Report

HSBC Bank are now closing the cashier desks at the nearest branch. An application for a paying in card is now required. The council agreed for the clerk to proceed with this. ACTION: PARISH CLERK

The parish council agreed to instructed Heelis & Lodge for the internal audit for the forthcoming year. ACTION: PARISH CLERK

Recent street light repairs have been carried out in Berners End, Broxburn on Chelmsford Rd and outside 43 Watts Close. The street light outside Wyverne/ Berners End is scheduled for repair. ACTION: PARISH CLERK


	13.00
	Financial Position – Statement of bank account as of 31st October 2022

The financial position as at 31st October was £26800.69 in the current account.


	14.00
	Planning Applications - Nil


	15.00

	Planning Applications Determined 

UTT/21/2245/OP | Outline application, with all matters reserved except for access and layout, for 5 dwellings | Sparlings Farm Chelmsford Road Barnston CM6 1LP – Approved with conditions


	16.00
	General Correspondence to note - Nil  


	17.00
	EALC – Various – Nil


	18.00
	Bus News 

Cllr Tuttlebury reported that the buses have been running on time.

The Buffy Bus has been very well received by residents and the Cllr Tuttlebury thanked the village hall committee for the use of the car park.


	19.00
	Any Other Business

Uttlesford Planning Department - Breach of Planning notification on High Easter Rd – New vehicular access created onto a classified road without planning permission – File closed with no further action.




	November 2022

	

	[bookmark: _Hlk487116555]Landvista Ltd
	£ 1077.12


	A&J Lighting
	£202.20


	James Todd & Co
	£ 31.20


	[bookmark: _Hlk530119717]Mrs F Jupp (Salary)		
							
	£ 470.00

	Mrs F Jupp (Expenses)
	£ 14.47

	N Power
	£129.90

	N Power 
	£144.23

	A&J Lighting
	£ 59.88

	A&J Lighting
	£ 202.20

	UDC
	£ 59.93

	HSBC 
	£ 8.00


The next meeting is scheduled for Monday 14th November 2022, 7p.m at Barnston village hall.
Should any member of the public experience problems accessing/ printing the Minutes from the Website please 
contact Barnstonpc@hotmail to request a copy.
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