MINUTES OF BARNSTON PARISH COUNCIL
MONDAY 9th MAY 2022 – BARNSTON VILLAGE HALL 
Present:
	Cllr R Burlend MBE (Chairman)
	Cllr J Clyne MVO
	Mrs Fay Jupp (Clerk)

	Cllr D Jackaman
	Cllr S Tuttlebury
	Cllr P Singleton

	Cllr S Barker
	Cllr P Lavelle
	

	Cllr D Sellens
	Cllr J Hills
	



	1.00
	Apologies for Absence

Cllr R Jones, Cllr C Day, Cllr M Jaggard, Cllr K Kirkham


	2.00
	Declaration of Interest - Nil


	3.00
	Public Forum - Nil


	4.00
	Chairman’s Address

Cllr Burlend welcomed everyone to the Annual Parish Meeting.

Thankfully, Covid 19 now appears to be a declining threat but that doesn’t mean that it has gone away, there are still people being admitted to hospital with severe illness.  Having had a year of Zoom meetings, we are now able to hold meetings back in our usual venue, providing some sensible precautions are observed.  We are grateful to the Village Hall committee for the excellent refurbishments undertaken during the time the hall was not in use.  It is now a very much more comfortable venue.

The latest threat is now the economic and social turmoil caused by the Russian invasion of Ukraine and in particular its effect on the cost of living.  There is no doubt that this will be a significant problem to some families and individuals as they struggle to cope with this latest challenge.
[bookmark: _Hlk102733197]Financial Position: The financial position of the council at the end of the financial year is £ 14,593.16. This compares with £ 27,164.11 last year.	
The B1008 and road matters:
Traffic levels through the village has now returned to the pre pandemic levels. With this there has been an increase in the number of complaints about traffic levels and potholes.  Barnston Parish Council has attended two meetings with the cabinet member of Essex County Council for Infrastructure, Mr Lee Scott for discussions (with other Parish Councils) about these topics.  Mr Scott is well aware of the challenges facing ECC regarding these problems but as he pointed out, the resources available are insufficient to meet the demand so unfortunately, this is something that will continue to be a problem for the foreseeable future.

Barnston is collaborating with the Great Waltham Parish Council and supporting them in their campaign to get improved speed reduction measures in place, in particular, speed averaging cameras.  The cost of this would be significant but Barnston would not make a financial contribution to the project but will monitor its effectiveness should it be installed.

The speed signs we do have are effective in most cases, but it is not 100% effective as there is no enforcement possible.  
The main road issue this year has been the extend and frequency of road works including road closures owing to the installation of ducts and pillars for fibreoptic broadband.  Giga clear, Openreach and County Broadband have both been digging in the village causing a lot of problems with the diversions imposed to enable them to complete this work.  This matter was another raised with Cllr Scott at our recent meeting, but it seems that there is little they can do about it.
Play areas: The play areas continue to be maintained and formally inspected by ROSPA on an annual basis.  The monthly inspection check list introduced last year to ensure as far as possible that nothing is overlooked has been successful in anticipating problems.  

A new toddlers Play Castle has been installed in the Watts Close play area and the existing equipment in both areas has been pressure washed.

The Park Gym has been installed with the exception of one piece of equipment still outstanding, this plus the necessary fencing and signage has been well received by residents and some positive comments have been made.
Other Improvements: The Parish Council has arranged a series of domestic waste skips to be provided with the cooperation and assistance of the village hall.  These have been well attended and are valued by the villagers.  The Parish Council expresses its thanks to the village hall committee for its assistance at these sessions.

The green waste skip has also been visiting the village, but these are manned.  These too are appreciated by villagers.

Some of the daffodils planted on the verges have been disturbed by the various contractors installing the ducting for the new fibre networks.  Surprisingly, despite this, quite a lot of the bulbs have managed to flower and we are hopeful that more will return next year providing there is no more excavations.

The Parish Council has taken over the management and maintenance of the nature reserve at Onslow Green and has undertaken some woodland and pond management work at Wellstye Green.  

A new hedge of native British species has been planted and mulched in the Village Hall play area.  We have also purchased two new picnic benches to replace two older ones.  These will be installed on concrete plinths as soon as practicable.
Website: The new website is well established and has become a useful resource for the village.  There is a gallery for photographs and we would welcome any contributions to this from anyone with historical photographs or other documents of interest of the village or its inhabitants.  The website is managed by the clerk.
The Parish Council: Sadly, this year Mrs Sharon Sellens passed away following illness.  Her place on the Parish Council has been taken by her husband, Mr David Sellens.  We welcome him and wish to record our thanks and appreciation for Sharon’s contribution over the years.

Landvista continues to maintain the village and undertake most of the smaller maintenance tasks and this arrangement continues to work well.

All that remains now is to record my personal thanks to all members of the Parish Council, the Parish Clerk and our district and county council for all their hard work and commitment.


	5.00
	Election of Chairman

Cllr Burlend was proposed by Cllr Clyne and seconded by Cllr Jackaman. 
Declaration of Acceptance to be signed in due course. Cllr Burlend will sign the Declaration of Acceptance of office to continue his role as Chairman in due course.





	6.00
	Election of Vice-Chairman

Cllr Jackaman was proposed by Cllr Hills and seconded by Cllr Singleton. Declaration of Acceptance to be signed in due course.


	7.00
	Appointment of Representatives

It was unanimously agreed that Councillors would continue with their existing appointed area of special interest. These are listed on the village website.


	8.00
	District & County Councillors Report

Cllr Barker attended the meeting and provided an update on the ‘Ride London’ event which will take place on Sunday 29th May. Road Closure notices will be displayed on the notice boards and the UDC website.

Cllr Barker will provide an update on the recent works at Haydens Barn in due course.

Cllr Barker reported that the road surface surrounding the mini roundabout in Barnston is scheduled for repair. Permission from Cadent is pending for the commencement of this work. 

A general discussion ensued regarding the poor condition of road surfaces within the district and the number of potholes which have not yet been repaired. Further points were discussed, including the lack of notice provided to residents for road closures. The Parish Council requested that they should be consulted when road permits are considered.


	9.00
	Road Safety

Cllr Clyne reported that County Broadband had completed the remedial work on the grass verges around the village sign.

Cllr Tuttlebury raised concerns regarding overgrown vegetation at the top of Berners End, which obscures vehicle sight lines. Cllr Clyne agreed to speak to the resident regarding this matter. ACTION: CLLR CLYNE

Cllr Burlend reported an enquiry received from a resident regarding the recent increased number of HGVs using High Easter Rd. There was a general discussion regarding the criteria for an Operator’s Licence and the road suitability of High Easter Rd. 
A further discussion ensued relating to the speed at which these HGVs travel on High Easter Rd and whether the number of movements is monitored.


	10.00
	Minutes of Previous Meeting

Minutes of the previous meeting (12th April 2021) were agreed as a true and accurate record and signed by Cllr R Burlend, Chairman.


	11.00










	Action Points from previous Meeting

The play apparatus in both parks has been pressure washed by Landvista Ltd.

Litter pickers have been purchased to replace broken ones for the village litter picks.

The Application form for a scheme request to consider the extension of the 30mph speed limit zone has been circulated to Councillors for consideration.

Weed spraying has been undertaken throughout the village by Landvista Ltd.
Due to a lack of interest the village hall committee has not organised a Jubilee event, therefore an application for funding the event was not submitted by the parish clerk.

The streetlight at the top of Berners End has been reported to A&J Lighting.


	12.00
	Clerk’s Report

The insurance for the ride on mower has been renewed.

The location for the new park bench in the village hall needs to be agreed. ACTION: PARISH CLERK

The clerk has prepared documentation for the internal audit. This will now be submitted via courier to Hellis & Lodge Auditors. ACTION: PARISH CLERK

The Notice of Public Rights and Publication of unaudited Annual Governance & Accountability Return is now on display.

The insurance renewal for the LCP is due on 31st May. The clerk is currently seeking additional quotations. ACTION: PARISH CLERK


	13.00
	Financial Position – Statement of bank account as at 30th April 2022

The financial position as at 30th April 2021 was £ 26,244.72 in the current account.


	13.01
	Annual Return – to approve and sign the accounts for Year 2021/22 – Section 1

Section 1 – Annual Governance Statement
Councillors had received a copy of the year end accounts prior to the meeting to enable them to reconcile and agree the figures for the Annual Return – these were duly signed and dated.


	13.02
	Annual Return – to approve and sign the accounts for Year 2020/21 – Section 2

Section 2 – Accounting Statement 2020/2021 
End of Year figures for 2020/2021 were agreed, signed and dated accordingly.


	13.03
	Cashbook – Chairman and Clerk to sign cashbook as agreeing to bank statements at year end.

The Chairman and Clerk signed both the cashbook and bank reconciliation as agreeing to the bank statement at the Year End.


	14.00
	Review of Asset Register - Reviewed and agreed


	15.00


	Planning Applications

UTT/22/1089/CLE | Certificate of lawfulness for existing use as residential family home | The Black Barn, High Easter Road, Barnston - Noted

UTT/22/0963/CLE | Establish domestic dwelling garden use | Greenview, High Easter Road, Barnston -Noted


	16.00
	Planning Applications Determined 

UTT/22/0772/AG | Agricultural building | Mawkinherds Farm High Easter Road Barnston – Approved

UTT/22/0574/HHF | Erection of residential outbuilding to create annexe accommodation for family occupation. | 1 Barnston Green Barnston – Refused

UTT/22/0596/HHF | Proposed replacement two storey side extension, enlargement of porch and associated operational development | Orchard House Onslow Green Barnston – Approved with conditions


	17.00
	General Correspondence to note - Nil  


	18.00
	EALC – Various 


	19.00
	Bus News - Nil


	20.00
	Any Other Business

Cllr Hills confirmed a meeting will be arranged with Cllr Jaggard and the clerk regarding the boundaries at Wellstye Green Pond. ACTION: CLLR JAGGARD

Cllr Jackaman reported numerous complaints regarding recent attempted vehicle thefts within the village and urged residents to be vigilant.

Cllr Burlend thanked Mr Tuttlebury on behalf of the Parish Council for planting the tubs in Watts Close. Cllr Tuttlebury confirmed the colour theme of Red, White and Blue.




	May 2022

	

	[bookmark: _Hlk487116555]Barnston Village Hall
	£ 12.75


	BJP Insurance Brokers

	£ 120.20

	BHIB Insurance
	£ 453.33


	Landvista Ltd

	£1077.12

	James Todd & Co
	£ 31.20


	[bookmark: _Hlk530119717]Mrs F Jupp (Salary)		
							
	£ 549.10

	Mrs F Jupp (Expenses)	

	£88.20

	Landvista Ltd
	£278.40

	DIRECT DEBITS/STANDING ORDERS
	

	N Power
	£143.87

	A&J Lighting
	 £59.88

	UDC
	£ 60.45


The next meeting is scheduled for Monday 13th June 2022, 7p.m at Barnston village hall.
Should any member of the public experience problems accessing/ printing the Minutes from the Website please 
contact Barnstonpc@hotmail to request a copy.
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